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least,  can do injury to another, or affect subsequent
events.
On the other hand, there are astounding cases in which
an Englishman or American would be tempted to lie—
or at least to maintain a strict silence—when the Bedouin
of honor must speak the truth.
Amir Amin Arslan was in a small Bedouin menzil,
having coffee with the sheik, when he saw a woman pass
in front of the tent two or three times, glance at him sig-
nificantly, and make a motion toward an adjoining tent.
He could not believe that she was flirting with him, and
was mystified. When she had done it a third time, he
got up and went to the tent she had indicated. He found
there two men of a neighboring enemy tribe, bound hand
and foot, and a group over them preparing to cut their
throats. Amir Amin, who was at that time governor of
the territory, stopped the procedure. The sheik said the
men were being justly executed because they had come as
spies and in disguise to assassinate him in his own camp.
They had committed no overt act, but he said he had
been reliably informed of their purpose. Amir Amin
said: "You cannot murder two men on hearsay " The
sheik lifted his eyes in surprise and said: "Ask them."
Amir Amin had the two men unbound and brought before
him into another tent. He said: "Why did you come to
this camp?'* They replied: "We came to slay the sheik/'
He said: "Don't you know that if you say that, even if
I do not permit them to kill you here, I will have to turn
you over to the Turkish authorities, and you will be
put in prison for life?" They said: "That Is in the hands
of Allah, but we came for the purpose we have stated/'
It would take many volumes, and they would be as

